THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

The U-boat fleet is still of impressive size ; nevertheless the U-boats
remain the hunted rather than the hunters. They have been attacked
from the Arctic to the Indian Ocean, aircraft playing a great part with
the surface forces. This pressure will be maintained until all chances
of revival of the U-boat campaign are killed, whatever may be the
new devices and methods developed by the enemy.

The Nazi claims of sinkings continue to be grossly exaggerated.
For instance, their claim for June, the latest month for which complete
figures are available, was an exaggeration of 1,000 per cent.

[SEPTEMBER]

Last month, due to the effectiveness of the Allied operations in
France, the principal U-boat operating bases in the Bay of Biscay
were neutralized. As a consequence the Germans have been forced to
operate their undersea craft from Norwegian and Baltic bases, thereby
stretching even thinner their difficult lines of operation. The exchange
rate between merchant ships sunk and U-boats destroyed continues to
be profitable to the United Nations' cause. While U-boat operations
continue, they are sporadic and relatively ineffectual.

[OCTOBER]

During September there has been a lull in U-boat activity, which is
possibly seasonal. This year, as last, the enemy may hope to renew
his offensive in the autumn and may rely on new types of U-boats to
counter our present ascendancy. Shipping losses have been almost
as low as in May, 1944, the best month of the war. The rate of
destruction of U-boats in proportion to shipping losses remains satis-
factory. The U-boat war, however, demands unceasing attention.
Only the zeal and vigour of the Allied air and surface forces have
procured the comparative safety of our shipping and the enemy's
scant success.

[NOVEMBER]

The scope of the German U-boat activities in October was materially
below that of any other month of the war ; in consequence the number
of United Nations merchant vessels sunk by German submarines was
also the lowest of any month of the entire war. Although the number
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